282   AN ENGLISHWOMAN IN INDIA

house in the Fort, they keep the Fort gate open
all night for the guard going out and in, which
irregularity may prove of so pernicious consequence
as the loss of that garrison, especially in a country
where they are surrounded with such treacherous
people as the Natives and the Dutch," it was
ordered that a " necessary house over the Fort
walls " should be built, and the gates kept locked
after 8 o'clock at night.

How far these orders had been carried out
does not appear; but the Company's goods were
still kept in a warehouse outside the walls:
some of the Company's servants also had houses
outside, and the palm-leaf roofs were still there.
For garrison they only had about thirty-five
boys and pensioners, c whereof not twenty fit
to hold a firelock,5 and, for want of a sufficient
garrison, it was necessary to withdraw from the
Trankers, which were thought to be so important
for the safety of the place. Desperate as was
the outlook, Gunner Ince exerted himself like a
man, animating everybody by his example. By his
exertions, seven hundred bags of rice, with salt fish
for a month, and the Company's treasure were got
in from the warehouse, and an urgent appeal
was sent to Calicut. The surgeon had been killed